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FIRST ENCOUNTERS

‘We phone or Skype 10 to 15 times 4 day

In conversation with Frances O'Rourke
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way we think, it's the same. It's difficult to explain.

Obviously being in business together there
were some periods where it's like a marriage,
there are difficulties. But because we trust each
other and have good faith, even if someone makes
mistakes, we'd say, “for the interests of the
company, not for the interests of Maurizio or
Marco”. The key is to have really good communica-
tion.

Really, I don’t know where I live now: my family
isin Italy but I come to Ireland very often because
my business activities are there. My family is not
happy about this, but my wife works here in Italy
and my daughters are 14 and 12.

We often say we would like to move to Ireland,
butitis a critical age for school. I say to my daugh-
ters that for sure, university will be in Ireland. My
daughters come in summer. But they can see what
I’'m doing and they are very proud.

Marco and [ have a lot of laughs, we discover
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in the University of Rome and was a lawyer in Rom

opened a catering company and in 2008, we setup
our restaurant, Pinocchio, in Ranelagh. The
cookery school had alot of requests from Irish
people wanting to go to Italy and in 2007, we
opened our tour operation. We bring peopleto
vineyards to pick grapes, make wine - theideaisto
do something different.

Now. I live in Ireland while Maurizio spends his

time in Italy and Ireland. We phone or Skype 10 to

15 times a day when he’s in Campobasso. We talk to

discuss strategy, but we're not all the time talking
about food and wine but about culture, history,

philosophy. These things are very important to me.

Maurizio and I are very different people. I look

after promotion, deal with customers, do PR. Heis

more shy, reserved, but very passionate.
Thereis a genuine relationship between Maur-

izio and me; every time we talk, our points of view
are really close. Our friendship was a key factor to
build our business. In fact I think especially when

a cooking school, a

new things all the you are abroad youneed
time; [ think it’s to have a second family
the strength of with you. If you are

our friendship alone, you can’'t go too
and our far,instead if you are
company. with people that you
Speaking about trust and with the
Italy forusisa same ambition, you
pleasure. Irish feel stronger and your
people make life dreams can come true.
easier because

Irish people love ™ -

Italy.

B Friends Maurizio
Mastrangelo and
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